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Academician Leonid Sukhorukov:
«Laugh at yourself and smile at others!»

LEONID Sukhorukov was
born in the USSR and com-
bined an early career as a sci-
entist at the Soviet Institute
of Cybernetics and a lecturer
at the Kiev State University
with writing aphorisms, film
scripts and music for plays,
concerts, TV and radio.

cinated by the subtleties of apho-

risms - brief, pithy sayings which
neatly sum up universal truths. Tens of
thousands have flowed from his pen -
"novels in one line", as he calls them!

Though sometimes impelled to get
out of bed in the middle of the night and
dash off countless aphorisms, Leonid
has no idea where they come from. It is
only later when he comes to work on
these scribbled jottings that he makes
sense of his nocturnal visitors. He
acknowledges, "With my aphorisms, |
only quote what is dictated to me by the
Universe”. But each of these gifts of
Nature has to be shaped and reshaped
until they make perfect sense in a per-
fect form.

A best-selling author with a reputa-
tion for battling against the old Soviet
regime and its bureaucracy, he became
well-known throughout the USSR for
lampooning the injustices and political
contradictions of the State. Leonid was
a contributing editor of "Krokodil"
(Crocodile) and "Peretz" (Pepper), - in
their time the most effective weekly
magazines of political satire in the Soviet
Union. Despite his subtle mockery of the
communist regime and not being mem-

F ROM an early age he has been fas-

JIEOHNJ CyxopykoB po-
auncsa B CCCP. HayuyHyto pes-
TenbHocTb B WHCTUTYTE KM-
GepHeTMKN U npenopaBaHue
B Knesckom FocyHuBepcutete
OH coyeTan ¢ co3gaHuem
adopusmMoB, KMHOCLLeHapun-
€B, a TaKXXe My3blKU gng Kn-
HO, TeaTpa, TeNneBUAEHNA U
paawvo.

®OPUCTNYHBIN pap npoasu-
A cay JleoHvaa ¢ paHHux net. lap-

MOHMS KPaTKOCTK, EMKOCTU W
CaMOLOCTaTO4HOCTN B OnpefeneHum
YHMBEpPCANbHbIX UCTUH 0COBEHHO npu-
BNekna ero B aopmame, KOTOPObIN OH
BNOCNEACTBUN "OKpecTUn” Kak "04HUM
CNnoBOoM pomaH”. Cnyyaetca, 1 cpeau
HOYM ero NocellaloT M3 HUOTKYAA Ae-
caTkn (@ TO M COTHM!) ahOPUCTUYHBIX
noen, 6es gaxe NOrMYeckom U CMbIC-
NOBOV CBAA3M APYr C ApYyroM. U nuwb Ha
CBEXYIO rO0BY, NPOCMATPMBAA Hamnu-
caHHoe, OH obpabatbiBaeT 1 Wnndyet
[0 COBepLUEHHOW (OPMbI NPOAMKTO-
BaHHOe B HOYW. "B Momx aopusmax f
NNWb LMTUPYIO TO, YTO MPOAMKTOBAHO
MHe BceneHHon", - NpU3HaETCa aBTop.
/' Ha cerogHAWHMN OeHb AecATKN Tbl-
CS4 MUHW-POMAHOB BbIMOPXHYNO YXe
13-nog ero nepa.

Ero kHUrM-GecTcennepsl, BbiMyLeH-
Hble Ha YKpauHe 1 B POCCMN MHOrOTbI-
CAYHBIMW  TUPaXXaMu, PaCXOAMANCH
MIHOBEHHO. JIeOHW [, e[1KO BbICMenBaeT
B HMX Kak MapagoKChl XN3HW B LENOM,
TaK U MOJINTMKOB C BlopokpataMm Bcex
MacTten. HecmMoTpa Ha CBOW CMex Hag
CYLLECTBOBABLUMMW peXMMaMN N TEM,
4TO OH HWKOrAa He Oblfl YTEHOM KOM-
naptmumn, ero adopu3Mam BRepBble
yAanocb Npobutb Gpellb NepBon cTpa-
HMUbI BCcemoryulero opraHa UK KMCC
rasetbl "MpaBaa" v paboTath B XypHa-
nax "Mepey” n "Kpokoaun" - Hanbonee
BAMUATENbHBIX XypHanax noamtuyec-
Kon catmpbl bbiBluero Coto3a CCP.

B 1991 rogy JleoHump CyxopykoBs

ber of the Communist Party his apho-
risms found their way onto the front
pages of "Pravda”, the official newspa-
per of the Communist party. Leonid's
work has been widely syndicated around
the world, appearing in numerous jour-
nals and newspapers. And in 1991 he
represented the USSR in the first official
bi-lateral exchange of satirists in the
USA. He was invited by Dr. James H.
Boren who stood for the US presidential
elections in 1972, 1984 and 1992. Mr.
Sukhorukov is one of a line of famous
aphorists: Mark Twain, Leo Tolstoy,
Oscar Wilde and a Ukrainian and
Russian compatriot, Nikolai Gogol, to
name but a few.

His books published in Russia and
Ukraine have been bestsellers, and his
first book in English, All about
Everything, will be in the bookshops by
April this year. It's a first volume and
contains 400 aphorisms reflecting his
philosophic observations of life. At the
beginning of April he was also invited to
the USA to participate in the
International Conference "The Positive
Power Of Humor, Hope & Healing” and
to publicize and promote his new book.

What follows is an example of what
Mr. Sukhorukov claims to be a self-creat-
ed genre - "the blitz aphoristic interview".
It explores the complexities of interview-
ing the mysteries of the aphoristic mind!
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npencrasnan YkpanHy B nepBoM ogu-
UManbHOM obMeHe Mexpdy caTvpuiKa-
M CCCP n CLUA no npurnaweHunio
KaHaompaTta B npesuaeHTol CLUA 1972,
1984 n 1992 ropoe a-pa [xenmca
X.bopeHa.

CerogHs JleoHua CyXxopyKoB Kak Obl
npoJonxaeT aopuUCTUYHYIO 3CTadeTy
BpeMeHu Hapsaay C TakMMU Knaccuka-
MW B 3TOM XaHpe kKak Mapk TseH, Jles
Toncton, Ockap Yanng, yKpavHcKnm mn
pycckmn nucatens Hwkonaw foronb u
MHOTMMW ApyruMu, nybnvkaumen ceo-
€/l HOBOW KHWUMM yXe Ha aHrMMMNCKOM
a3bike "All About Everything" ("Bce
060 Bcem"), cObpaBLLen NepBYyio HYacTb
ero asTopckon nogbopku n3 400 catn-
pUKO-hnnocodckmx HabnoaeHUn
XKW3HW. KHUra [OMKHa NosBUTLCA B
npofaxe B Ha4ase anpens 3Toro roga.
Takxe B Hayane anpens oH NPUraLéH
B CLLA Ha MexayHapoLHyto oMopurc-
TUYecKylo KoHdepeHumio “The Positive
Power Of Humor, Hope & Healing" ans
y4acTua 1 npeseHTaLMn CBOeW HOBOW
KHUMW. WTaK, Mbl npegnaraemM Hawwmm
ymTaTensM achopUCTUHHOE OnKULL-UH-
TEPBbIO C HALLWM aBTOPOM BMepBble Ha
QHIINNCKOM f3bIKE 1 Ha PYCCKOM.

® Baw nepBbivi agpopnzm?

- Moka xuB, 51 Bepto B beccmepTue.

® Yem npuBneksna Bac KpaTkocTb?

- fl NWLYy KPaTKO OT TOTO, YTO He XBa-
TaeT CoB.

® [lodemy Kaxxgomy u3 agopus-
MOB OTBe/leHO 110 Ljesion cTpaHuue?

- Ecnn acopuam - 310 ofHUM CJlo-
BOM POMaH, TO KaXAbl Takon poMaH
HY>XOAEeTCd Kak MUHUMYM B OOHOM
CTpaHuLe.

® Otyero B KHUry rnonasnao NuLb
400 agpopusmos n3 scero Bamu Ha-
nucaHHoro?

- ADOpM3M - KOHLEHTPMPOBAHHbIN
XaHp. Mo3ToMy 4eM onTMManbHee Ko-
NNY4eCTBO aOPU3MOB B KHUIe, TEM Bbl-
e KayecTBO BOCMPUATUS WX 4uMTaTe-
nem.

® Y10 CcrnocobcTByeT poxkaeHuto
agopmnsmon?

- YeM MeHblle B rofioBe Mbicnewn,
TeM OoJbLUE B Hel poXAaeTcs aopus-
MOB.

® Kak Bam ynaérca nsbexartp 6a-
HanbHOCTU?

- HamBbiclwas 6aHanbHOCTb - 3T0 Xe-
naHue eé n3bexarsb.

® Oryero Bawwu paboTbl NOJHbI
napagokcos?

- Mapafokc NpoBoLMpYeT MbIC/b.

® Buaute M Bbl Napafokc B fjO-
CTOMHCTBax?

- Ewe 6bi! [locTonHcTBa - 370 haca-
[bl NIOACKMX MOPOKOB.

® A KaK Hac4yér Takoro rnopoka
Kak 3aBuctb? EcTb nn y Bac peuent
Hauxypawero rnogapka Anas 3aBucT-
HuKa?

We hope you enjoy its literary twists
and turns.

® What was your first aphorism?

- I shall always believe in immortality...
as long as | live!

® What attracts you to brevity?

- | write in brief because | am lost for
words.

® Why did you choose only one
aphorism per page for your book?

- If an aphorism is a one-line novel it
needs at least a whole page to itself.

® Why have you limited the num-
ber of aphorisms to 400?

- A limited number of aphorisms in a
book means greater enjoyment of each.

® What helps you to create apho-
risms?

- When thoughts are absent, apho-
risms fill the void.

® How do you manage to avoid
banality?

- The greatest banality is the desire to
avoid it.

® Your work is full of paradoxes.
Why?

- Paradox provokes.

® So, in what way, for example,
would you say that virtue is a paradox?

- Virtue is the public face of vice.

® And what about envy? What
would be the worst present for an
envious person?

- The worst present for an envious
person is a palace... with a view of a bet-
ter one.

® What is your explanation for the
weakness of the human soul?

- Weakness is force of habit.

® A philosophical question. What
do you think life is?

- Life is our moment to find a place in
eternity.

® Why is the road to eternity
paved with prejudices?

- Prejudices are habits which have lost
track of time.

® Are these prejudices insur-
mountable obstacles?

- Perhaps, but obstacles can also cre-
ate opportunities.

® Where is the best place to view
life philosophically?

- In an estate agent's window.

® What's the main gift of wisdom?

- Wisdom can turn vicious circles into
lifebelts.

® How should one cope with life's
unavoidable troubles?

- The wider you smile at your troubles,
the easier it is to swallow them.

® Are modesty and fame incom-
patible?

- No. Modesty is the shortest route to
obscurity. But once you are famous, you
can afford to become modest.

® What is the difference between
humour and satire?

- Humour is receiving a seriously small
salary. Satire is the desperate attempt to
survive on it.

® Can comedy and tragedy co-
exist in a dictatorship?

- Indeed. In a comedy we laugh at the
stupid, in a tragedy we mourn for those
who have laughed.

® Does humour really have no bor-
ders?

- Maybe humour has no borders, but
it may need a visa.

® Do we need a sixth sense in mar-
riage?

- Certainly. Especially after the fifth
divorce...

® Where do life's wrinkles come
from?

- On a man, wrinkles are the scars of
time; on a woman, the scars of men.

® What's the main difference
between humour and satire?

- Humour hits the bull's eye; satire
goes for the throat.

® What is your recipe for a happy
life?

- Laugh at yourself and smile at others.

AKapgeMMK

Jleonnp Cyxopykos:

- Bcerpa rotos. Hamxyawwum nopa-
POK ANs 3aBUCTHUKA - 3TO NPeKpPacHbI
[BOPEL... C BULOM Ha ELLE NyHLINN.

® Hawn cnaboctu - rnaBHenwnm
nopok. OTYyero Mbl Tak 4acTo nepes
HUM 6eccunbHbI?

- CnabocTb - 370 CUna NPUBBINKK.

® O6Lwepunocopcknii Bonpoc:
4YTO eCTb TaKoe XU3Hb?

- XW3Hb - 3TO MrHOBEHWE 18 Nouc-
Ka MecCTa B BEYHOCTU.

® Ortyero gopora B Be4HOCTb Bbl-
MoujeHa CToNIbKUMU npeapaccyn-
Kamun?

- Mpenpaccyoky - 370 MPUBbLIYKY,
noTepsiBLIME YYBCTBO BPEMEHM.

® Heyxxenn Hawwm npegpaccyaku
ecTb Hernpeoaonumbie Tynuku?

- Bo3MOXHO, OflHaKO TyMWKWM OTTa-
4YMBAIOT OPUEHTUPSI.

® e cerogHs nerde Bcero cMoT-
peTb Ha XX1U3Hb rno-gpunocogpckn?

- Y BUTPUH C HELIBUXUMOCTbIO.

® [f1aBHOE [OCTOUHCTBO MYZAPOC-
™?

- MyapocTb cnocobHa obpalate 1
3aKONA0BaHHbIV KPYr B CMacaTenbHbIN.

® A yro pgenatb npu MoJaHOM
uenTHoTte?

- Ynblbatbcs. Yem Wwipe ynbibaellb-
Csl TPYOHOCTAM, TeM Jierde 1Ux nporna-
ThIBaTb.

® [IpaBaa nu, 4TO CKPOMHOCTb U
cnaBa - HeCOBMeCTUMbI?

«CmeifTech Hag c00Of
M yNblOalTech Apyrum!n

- He coBceM. 160, XOTb CKPOMHOCTb
M KpaT4anWwmm NyTb B HEW3BECTHOCTb,
3aTO MOSYYMB M3BECTHOCTb, MOXHO MO-
3BONNTL cebe Niodyio CKPOMHOCTb.

® B yém pasHuLa MeXAY oMOPOM
u catupon?

- lOmop - 370 Hawa 3apnnata. Catmpa
- NONbITKM Ha Heé NPOXMTb.

® CriocobHbI v kKomeaus v Tpare-
Aus cocylecTBoBaTb npu AUKTaTy-
pe?

- HecoMHeHHo. Ecniv B komeanmn cme-
IOTCH HaZ rnynocTblo, TO B Tpareaun -
OMIaKMBAIOT NOTOM CMEABLUMXCH. ..

® OMOop AeVicTBUTENIbHO He UMeeT
rpaHuy?

- IOMop He MMeeT rpaHuL, OfLHaKO
HY>XO,aeTcs eLLE Nnoka B Bu3e.

® BaxxHo nin B bpake LuecToe 4yB-
cTBO?

- HecomHeHHo, ocobeHHO nocne ns-
TOro pasBofa...

® EcTb /In pasHuua B npupojge
MYKCKUX MOPLUMH U KEHCKNX?

- OrpomHas!.. MopLUMHBI MyX4UH -
3TO WpaMbl BPEMEHM, MOPLUMHbI KeH-
LWWH - WPaMbl OT MY>XHUH.

® B 4yém 3aga4a romopa v catupbi?

- OMop - 370 fap nonafathb B 50M104-
Ko. CaTipa - UCKYCCTBO 3a Hero bpaTb.

® Baue noxxenaHue "Ha nocowok"
Halum yntatensam?

- CmenTech Hapg cobow u ynbibanTecs
apyrmm!



